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priests and old men from going to war, the wars against the Gauls are ex-
cepted, and the priests and all men obliged to bear arms. Before Alexan-
dria, seeing himself alone enclosed upon a bridge, he laid down his purple,
threwhJmsolf into the sea, and pursued by his enemies, swam a long time
under water, only by intervals lifting up his head to take breath; till coming
near his ships, he held up his hands, was known, and so saved.
44 For the civil wars, which he neither undertook out of fear (as he him-
self says), or out of ambition, he had to deal with the greatest generals of
the age, fighting at the head of many great armies; not barbarian, but
Romans, encouraged by their former actions, and by their good fortune, yet
he defeated them all; and not one of them but he ruined in a fight or two.
But we cannot say of him as of Alexander, that he was never overcome; for
he suffered once a great loss against the Gauls, tinder the conduct of Titu-
rius and Cotta, his lieutenants. In Spain his army was so near blocked up by
Petreius and Afranius, that he wanted but little of being besieged. At Dyr-
rhachium and in Africa they turned their backs; and in Spain, against the
young Pompeius they fled. But for Ciesar himself, he was always undaunted;
and whatever war he engaged in, came off in the end victorious; and the
Roman Empire, which now extends itself by sea and land, from the Euphra-
tes to the Atlantic Ocean, was brought under his power, partly by his
valour, and partly by his clemency. He settled himself much better than
Sulla, and governed himself with more moderation; for being king in effect,
in spite of all the world, lie took not that name.
" At last, making his preparations for other wars, he was surprised by
death as well as Alexander. Their armies were also alike ; for the soldiers
of both were cheerful in fight and hardy, but stubborn and mutinous when
over-wrought with labour. The deaths of both of them were equally
mourned and lamented by their armies, who attributed to them divine
honours. They were both well made in body aud of noble aspect; both
descended from Jupiter; one by Eacus and Hercules, and the other by
Auchises and Venus. Though they were inflexible when resisted, they
were easier to pardon and be reconciled, and likewise to do good to such
as they had vanquished; contented themselves with the victory.
, " Hitherto the comparison is just, save only that their beginnings were
not equal; for Alexander began with the quality of a king, in which he had
been before instructed by his father Philip; but C<esar was only a private
man ; and though he were of-an illustrious race, yet Ms fortunes were much
encumbered. They both despised the presages that threatened them, with-
out injuring those divines who foretold their death; and almost the same
signs happened to them, and^a like event; for in the sacrifices made by one
and the other twice, they found not the chief of the entrails of the victims;
the first time they were only threatened with great danger. Alexander's
happened when besieging the Oxydraca, being mounted first upon the wall,
and the too great weight breaking the ladders behind him, he beheld him-
self deserted by his men, and threw himself into the midst of his enemies,
where having received many wounds on his breast and a great blow on the
neck, he was ready to die, when the Macedonians, touched with shame,
broke open the gates and relieved him. .
" The like happened to Csesar in Spain in the fight between him and
young Pompeius; where, seeing his men went on trembling, he advanced
betwixt the two armies, received two hundred darts on his buckler, till
such time as fear having given place to shame, all the army ran in and
secured him from the danger. Thus the first entrails without the chief